
owned animals - anin@ too * 
&fer for hours or days 
n many instances, they die of neglect. 

slaughtered for human food. 
In addition to causing intolerable animal suffering, the slaughte&nd 
marketing of downed animals poses a risk to human health./ 

Your help is urgently needed to stop the downe#&nimal tiad& -” ’ 
J R. 

The USDA recently reviewed and revised its policy regarding the purchase of ground ’ 

beef for the National School Lunch Program and other federal food and nutrition 
programs, and it has taken a major step in the direction of ending the downed f 
‘animal trade. According to an agency statement,“USDA will no longer accept ground 
beef that includes product from non-ambulatory cattle,.commonly known as .- 
‘downers.’ Carcasses originating from cattle (that are disabled) . . . must be 
segregated to assure that the product from these carcasses is not included in the 4 
USDA purchased beef.” 
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This development shows a growing consensus - even among industry and 
government officials - that the,marketing and slaughter of downed animals causes 
intense animal suffering and poses an unnecessary health risk. ., 

Letters needed fq, e,ND downed animal trade: _ . 

Now is the time for concerned citizens to write to the Food and Drug ~ 
Arlminictrwinn to llrPe‘th$t thev-&nt Fsrm Sanrtlxxv’s netition to Prohibit the 
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slaughter of downed animals. It is’critical that vou include the docket number in 
vour letter: Docket Number 98P-015 l/CPl. 

Please write to: 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
Dockets Management Branch 
5600 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 
Rockville, MD 20785 

Or send your comments : 
i 

FAX: 30143276870 

Email: FDADockets@oc.fda.gov ?$i : 
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